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Why NILD Educational Therapy Works

NILD Educational Theramaches students how to learhike physical therapy or speech therapy,
NILD Educational Therapy is an intervention that develops processing skills, acadethaxgnitive

abilities. Theseraas are strengthened to help students become independentdifg learners.

Students who have completestiucational therapylemonstrate remarkable success. Th®gcome
successfulearnersthroughout their school yearand expandheir career opportunitesand ability tohave

a positive impact on society arfidture generatiors.

NILD History and Vision

The National Institute for Learning DevelopmeNtl({D was established in 1982 with a primary fotas
train educators to meet the needs of those whougjgle to learnNILD was originally named Norfolk
Institute for Learning Disabilities. In 1990 NILD was approved by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization exempt

from Federal income tax.

Discovery Prograa{now called NILD Learning Centexgre establishel by NILD in 2002 to provide this

much needed educational therapya a communitypbased modeto the public at large as means to
complementNILD programs that were traditionally providedprivateschool settings. NILD Learning

Centers also have the oppganity to capitalize on a new trend, to replace privatehool programs that are
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bL[ 50a:Bailidagadnpeafence and confidence of those who strugglearn

b L[5 Q43&Dexetoging lhdépendent learners
b L [ Strétégic InitiativeTo eachone millionstudents bythe year2020
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Professional Endorsements

It is most satisfying for me to have an opportunity to endorse the work of NILD and the lyelp the

have provided for countless children. | have had the pleasure, not only of speaking at several of their
conferences, but also of getting to know the human face of the organization. They are an
exceptional group of individuals who can be counted on tota@ the highest personal and

professional standards.

bL[5 FANRG O2yiGl OGSR YS 0SOIFdaAS 2F YlFGKe | 2LJ A
learning therapy. Since its founding over twefith @S &SI NBR | 323X bL[5Q4a YSi
have mirored solid findings about brain development and the complex process we call learning.

While others have jumped aboard the various trendy bandwagons that afflict education from time

to time, NILD has held to and expanded on their effective, and reskaseldl approach. The many
therapists they have trained and the many, many children with whom these therapists have worked

are witness to their ongoing success.

Presenting workshops at NILD is always a pleasure because | find | can use words of moee than on
syllable and present complex concepts to a professional audience equipped to understand and apply

what | have to teach.

I most heartily recommend this organization for your favorable attention.
Jane M. Healy, Ph.D.

4266 Columbine Dr.

Vail, CO 81657

9704769351

janetomh@vail.net
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I have known the workings of NILD in its various forms since almost its inception. For the last 22

years, | have worked with Dr. Kathy Hopkind aeveral of the therapists as their professor and

academic advisot.have presented at and attended at their last major conference. In all of my
AYyGdSNI OldAz2ya L KIF@S 6SSy SEGNBYSte& AYLNBaaSR ¢
desire to davhat really works to enhance the learning of those who may be academically

challenged. They are skilled professionals who demonstrate integrity and who are determined to

share the cutting edge techniques that have proven to be successtubimandof students

across the globe. We are currently planning a partnership with NILD to offer their professional
RSOSt 2LIySyid O2dzNESa Fa LI NI 27F summefbf2ADENNRE 5S3IAN
thoroughly endorse and support the funding of their requestimject.

Alan A. Arroyo, Ed.D

Dean School of Education

Regent University

Virginia Beach, Virginia 23464

alanarr@regent.edu

757-226-4260

I do not think that | know an organization more committed to releasiegpotential of all children
with learning disabilities than NILD. In the short time that | have gotten to know the members of
NILD, I have been very impressed by their knowledge and their desire for keeping abreast of
evolving research, particularly ieading intervention. Perhaps more poignantly, however, | have
been uplifted by the depth of their dedication to the children. They are a wonderful group.
MaryanneWolf, Ed.D.

John DiBiaggio Professor of Citizenship and Puiatec8

Director, Center foReading and Language Research Tufts University

maryanne.wolf@tufts.edu
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| have been fortunate to speak at several conferences sponsored by NILD, including having the
honor ofbeing the keynote speaker at their 25th Anniversary conference. One of the benefits of my
participating in these conferences is to have had the opportunity to discuss in detail the activities of
NILD with its leadership group as well as many membersdfrigpnization. | am very impressed

with the thoughtful work NILD accomplishes in training educators to meet the learning and
emotional needs of studentslILD members demonstrate an understanding of the learning process
and an appreciation of the uniquéyke of each childThey are a group that truly focuses on the

whole child, touching both the hearts and minds of students, and reinforcing learning, hope, and
resiliencel enthusiastically support the funding of their requested project.

Robert Brooks, PD.

Faculty, Harvard Medical School

Author, The SelEsteem Teachemnd Ceauthor, Raising Resilient Children
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Education is BOTH an art and a science. NILD understands this. My relationship with NILD has been
an honor and a pleasure for me. Their devoted membership and their misaien leadership

have madea tremendous impact on the fiekdy R K| @S Syl 6DESRQD2AAIDOKEE 2
reach their fullest potential. Quite simply, Nig®ts ii .£They have made an immeasurable

difference in the lives of many, many families.

Ridhard Lavoie M.A., M.Ed

[Mr. Lavoiehas served as an administrator of residential programs for children with special needs

since 1972. He holds three degrees in Special Education and has served as an adjunct professor or
visiting lecturer at numerous universities. His naticiedvision appearances inclugéhe Today

Show CBS Morning ShewndGood Morning AmericavA O1 Qa f I G6Sad | O02YLX A&
book entitled:L 1 Qa {2 adzOK 22NJ G2 .S ,2dz2NJ CNASYRY | S¢

Social Succeks
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Endorsements fromschoolswho have hosted NILD programs

Westhaven Elementary School

Office of the Principal

3701 Clifford Street » Portsmouth, Virginia 23707-3997
(757) 393-8855 « FAX (757) 399-5581

October 6, 2008

Dear To Whom It May Concern:

Discovery Programs, Inc has worked with Westhaven Elementary’s students since April 2008.
Their intense small group approach to increasing phonological awareness, reading
comprehension and fluency has had an overwhelmingly positive impact on our students’ attitude
and ability level. The students were always excited about attending the sessions and loved to
work with the tutors. The Discovery staff had an excellent rapport with the students which led
way for an open flow of progress.

Because Discovery Program, Inc. worked with selected students, (several who struggled in
reading for years); they have showed improved reading abilities. Westhaven Elementary is
proud to have Discovery Program, Inc. as a partner directly impacting student achievement.

Sincerely,

icia S. Williafgs,

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Westhaven Elementary School

Office of the Assistant Principal

3701 Clifford Street » Portsmouth, Virginia 23707-3997
(757) 393-8855 « FAX (757) 399-5581

October 7, 2008

To Whom It May Concern:

It is with great pleasure that I speak on behalf of “Rx for Discovery Reading.” For many
years | sought a program that could help our students, who were “declassified” from
receiving special services, or didn’t qualify for special services, yet needed additional
support in Reading. Discovery Reading was finally a solution for us.

The Executive Director was kind enough to take her time and meet with me at my school
to explain the program, and I was just delighted. She then arranged for me to bring a
team to visit a school where the program was utilized daily. We witnessed students who
were failing at previous schools, be very successful at that school. My whole team was
very impressed and now shared hope in receiving help for our struggling students.

The Community Services manager was very diligent and efficient in helping us begin
Discovery Reading sessions, here at Westhaven. She not only helped us organize three
groups (a 2" grade, a 3" grade, and a 4™ grade group) during the school year, but also
assisted us with a group during the summer. This was such a blessing! With the help of
the highly qualified Reading therapists, each student in the group made significant gains
in the area of Reading, including phonological awareness, fluency, vocabulary, decoding,
and comprehension.

Westhaven Elementary has a large student population of “at-risk™ learners. Because the
cost of the Reading therapists and program materials is high, we don’t have all of the
necessary funds to keep such a wonderful program running. It is truly a blessing to
receive generous grant support that will help us continue to assist our students.

With Highest Regards,

Dot ?ﬂﬁr\&\,
Dusti Johnson
Assistant Principal
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