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Why NILD Educational Therapy Works 

 

NILD Educational Therapy teaches students how to learn. Like physical therapy or speech therapy,  

NILD Educational Therapy is an intervention that develops processing skills, academics, and cognitive 

abilities.  These areas are strengthened to help students become independent life-long learners.  

 

Students who have completed educational therapy demonstrate remarkable success. They become 

successful learners throughout their school years and expand their career opportunities and ability to have 

a positive impact on society and future generations. 

 

 

NILD History and Vision 

 

The National Institute for Learning Development (NILD) was established in 1982 with a primary focus to 

train educators to meet the needs of those who struggle to learn. NILD was originally named Norfolk 

Institute for Learning Disabilities. In 1990 NILD was approved by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization exempt 

from Federal income tax.  

 

Discovery Programs (now called NILD Learning Centers) were established by NILD in 2002 to provide this 

much needed educational therapy via a community-based model to the public at largeτas means to 

complement NILD programs that were traditionally provided in private-school settings. NILD Learning 

Centers also have the opportunity to capitalize on a new trend, to replace private-school programs that are 

ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 

 

bL[5Ωǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ: Building competence and confidence of those who struggle to learn 

bL[5Ωǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ: Developing independent learners 

bL[5Ωǎ Strategic Initiative: To reach one million students by the year 2020 
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Professional Endorsements 

 

It is most satisfying for me to have an opportunity to endorse the work of NILD and the help they 

have provided for countless children. I have had the pleasure, not only of speaking at several of their 

conferences, but also of getting to know the human face of the organization. They are an 

exceptional group of individuals who can be counted on to maintain the highest personal and 

professional standards. 

 

bL[5 ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ YŀǘƘȅ IƻǇƪƛƴǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ 

learning therapy. Since its founding over twenty-ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ bL[5Ωǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ 

have mirrored solid findings about brain development and the complex process we call learning.  

While others have jumped aboard the various trendy bandwagons that afflict education from time 

to time, NILD has held to and expanded on their effective, and research-based approach. The many 

therapists they have trained and the many, many children with whom these therapists have worked 

are witness to their ongoing success. 

 

Presenting workshops at NILD is always a pleasure because I find I can use words of more than one 

syllable and present complex concepts to a professional audience equipped to understand and apply 

what I have to teach.   

 

I most heartily recommend this organization for your favorable attention. 

Jane M. Healy, Ph.D. 

4266 Columbine Dr. 

Vail, CO  81657 

970-476-9351  

janetomh@vail.net  

 

 

mailto:janetomh@vail.net
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Professional Endorsements (cont.) 

 

I have known the workings of NILD in its various forms since almost its inception. For the last 22 

years, I have worked with Dr. Kathy Hopkins and several of the therapists as their professor and 

academic advisor. I have presented at and attended at their last major conference. In all of my 

ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bL[5 ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΣ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

desire to do what really works to enhance the learning of those who may be academically 

challenged. They are skilled professionals who demonstrate integrity and who are determined to 

share the cutting edge techniques that have proven to be successful for thousands of students 

across the globe. We are currently planning a partnership with NILD to offer their professional 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ summer of 2009. I 

thoroughly endorse and support the funding of their requested project.  

Alan A. Arroyo, Ed.D. 

Dean- School of Education 

Regent University 

Virginia Beach, Virginia 23464 

alanarr@regent.edu 

757-226-4260 

 

 

I do not think that I know an organization more committed to releasing the potential of all children 

with learning disabilities than NILD. In the short time that I have gotten to know the members of 

NILD, I have been very impressed by their knowledge and their desire for keeping abreast of 

evolving research, particularly in reading intervention. Perhaps more poignantly, however, I have 

been uplifted by the depth of their dedication to the children. They are a wonderful group. 

Maryanne Wolf, Ed.D. 

John DiBiaggio Professor of Citizenship and Public Service  

Director, Center for Reading and Language Research Tufts University 

maryanne.wolf@tufts.edu 

mailto:alanarr@regent.edu
mailto:maryanne.wolf@tufts.edu
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Professional Endorsements (cont.) 

 

I have been fortunate to speak at several conferences sponsored by NILD, including having the 

honor of being the keynote speaker at their 25th Anniversary conference. One of the benefits of my 

participating in these conferences is to have had the opportunity to discuss in detail the activities of 

NILD with its leadership group as well as many members of the organization. I am very impressed 

with the thoughtful work NILD accomplishes in training educators to meet the learning and 

emotional needs of students. NILD members demonstrate an understanding of the learning process 

and an appreciation of the unique style of each child. They are a group that truly focuses on the 

whole child, touching both the hearts and minds of students, and reinforcing learning, hope, and 

resilience. I enthusiastically support the funding of their requested project. 

Robert Brooks, Ph.D. 

Faculty, Harvard Medical School 

Author, The Self-Esteem Teacher and Co-author, Raising Resilient Children 

 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ άŀǊǘέΧǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ άǎŎƛŜƴŎŜέΦ CŜǿ ƻǊƎanizations have the wisdom to understand that Special 

Education is BOTH an art and a science. NILD understands this.  My relationship with NILD has been 

an honor and a pleasure for me. Their devoted membership and their mission-driven leadership 

have made a tremendous impact on the field ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ άDƻŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻƴŜǎέ to 

reach their fullest potential.  Quite simply, NILD άgets iǘέ. They have made an immeasurable 

difference in the lives of many, many families.   

Richard Lavoie, M.A., M.Ed. 

[Mr. Lavoie has served as an administrator of residential programs for children with special needs 

since 1972. He holds three degrees in Special Education and has served as an adjunct professor or 

visiting lecturer at numerous universities. His national television appearances include, The Today 

Show, CBS Morning Show, and Good Morning America. wƛŎƪΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ 

book entitled: LǘΩǎ {ƻ aǳŎƘ ²ƻǊƪ ǘƻ .Ŝ ¸ƻǳǊ CǊƛŜƴŘΥ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ CƛƴŘ 

Social Success].   
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Endorsements from schools who have hosted NILD programs 
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Endorsements from schools who have hosted NILD programs (cont.) 
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Endorsements from schools who have hosted NILD programs (cont.) 

 


